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with negro skilled labor. The employment of negro skilled labor is slowly 
increasing. The negro evinces considerable mechanical ingenuity. 

The present situation is as follows : 

The southern laborer and the employer have united to disfranchise the 
negro and to make a color caste ; the northern laborer is striving to make the 
whites unite with the negroes and maintain wages ; the employer threatens that 
if they do raise labor troubles he will employ negroes. The northern laborer 
sees here the danger of a disfranchised, degraded, and yet skilled compe- 
tition, and raises the note of warning. 

Monroe N. Work. 

Chicago. 

Religious Life in America: A Record of Personal Observation. 
By Ernest Hamlin Abbott. New York : The Outlook 
Co., 1902. Pp. 370. 

This volume records the results of a long tour of observation in 
the southern, middle, and western states, whose purpose it was to 
study the phenomena of religious life. The method of securing facts 
is that of the interviewer, not that of the statistician, and it yields very 
readable results, starting problems which the statistical method may 
treat with more fulness and accuracy, if with less vividness. 

The author thinks that the South is undergoing a quiet and almost 
insensible change in the direction of a more liberal theology, and that 
the negroes give evidence of progress. The West will become politi- 
cally supreme. Its religious influence is not felt so much in theologi- 
cal conceptions as in practical life and experiments in church methods. 
" The middle West is no more enterprising in business affairs than 
it is in religious schemes. Indeed, nowhere else has Christianity 
been so diversely garbed or so variously vulgarized. At the same 
time, religion in the middle West is essentially conventional. Its 
standards are, generally speaking, external rather than intrinsic." 
The middle West insists on the social bearing of religion. " The pio- 
neer West .... may be godless, wicked, sordid — though I do not 
say that it is — but above all things it is genuine What influ- 
ence it exerts in religion must be in creating and intensifying the 
hatred of sham and the love of reality and candor." 

Everywhere the church is an ethical power, but nowhere lives up 
to its ideals. Intellectually the ministers who have been educated are 
frequently held back by laymen "whose mental attitude has been 
unaffected by modern knowledge, except to be made more obstinately 
traditional." In the same way the efforts of sympathetic ministers to 
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gain the confidence of working people and to break down artificial 
class barriers in the church are hindered by the arrogance of certain 
conspicuous, if not representative, members. 

Movements toward union of churches are not on doctrinal ground, 
but are inspired by the aims of practical religious activity. The free- 
dom of the church in America is entirely advantageous to religion. 

Such are some of the generalizations added to the record of scat- 
tered but significant observations. Those who desire to understand 
the nature and power of religion in our social life will find here 
material for reflection, and the story is told in a very attractive form. 

Charles Richmond Henderson. 



Rich and Poor in the New Testament: A Study of the Primitive- 
Christian Doctrine of Earthly Possessions. By Orello 
Cone. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1902. Pp. 245. 
gi.50. 
The author seeks to place before us the historical situation and 
view-point of Jesus and the New Testament writers, to interpret the 
text historically and grammatically and find what there may be in the 
spirit of the teachings that is applicable to modern social conditions. 
Nothing can here be said of his methods of dealing with the record. 
The results reached are summarized in the closing paragraph : " We 
must leave it to the students of social science to point out in detail the 
means of solving the intricate problems that wealth and poverty force 
upon their attention. Our task has been accomplished if we have suc- 
ceeded in showing how in a general way the ethical ideals presented in 
the New Testament may furnish guidance and inspiration in this great 
task." In the New Testament, then, is no social philosophy nor the 
outlines of a social system ; it belongs to the literature of power, not to 
the library of science. Those who hope to find in the religious teach- 
ings of primitive Christianity an easy substitute for hard thinking have 
perverted a book of inspiration and hindered true progress in science. 

C. R. Henderson. 

Die Ideale der Humanitat. Von Professor Th. G. Masaryk. 
Wien : Carl Konigen, 1902. Pp.48. 

These essays are based upon popular university extension lectures 
delivered in Prague, and sketch not only great tendencies of German 
philosophy, but also their peculiar forms in Bohemia. The author 



